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After the Divorce. A Romance. By Grazia Deledda. Translated from 
the Italian by Maria Hornor Lansdale. New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1905. $1.50. 

The title of this book sounds to us a little bald ; for, although 
we have divorces, we do not yet speak of them without reserve, 
and in addition it is not particularly pertinent to the real mat- 
ter of the book, though it must be admitted that the drama really 
has its course after the divorce. The story is one of modern 
Sardinia in which both the lowest and the middle-class life are 
treated. There is in it that awful inevitability characteristic of 
life in any badly administered country, a sort of stoical endur- 
ance such as Tolstoi loves to depict and also the brutality of 
the soil and animal which Zola has made his own. 

A brave, healthy young peasant has happily married a very 
pretty girl of his class when he is accused of the murder of an 
uncle and sentenced to twenty-seven years penal servitude. In 
a few years the wife's mother has bargained her off to a wealthy 
neighbor who has always loved her and they marry after she has 
gotten a divorce. The first husband is found innocent of crime 
and being set free comes home and shortly resumes relations 
with his former wife. He is set upon and stabbed, but recovers 
to find his wife's husband dead. Then they re-marry and live 
happily together. The book is dramatic and tragic, but the 
power of the author is not sufficient to control the situation at 
times. Much is necessarily lost, however, in translating works 
of this class, as English is not an adequate vehicle of expression 
for certain phases of life which in French or Italian pass smooth- 
ly enough. 

The Morals of Marcus Ordeyne. A Novel. By William J. Locke. 
John Lane : The Bodley Head, New York and London, 1905. $1.50. 

The novel opens with the expressed intention on the part of 
Marcus Ordeyne to write the history of his "extravagant adven- 
ture," which he does by expanding the rough notes of a diary 
written contemporaneously with the events recorded in the book. 
The first date celebrates his release from captivity ; for seven 
years he had been free from the degrading influences of Jones 
Minor and the First Book of Euclid. He writes, "some men 
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find the modern English boy stimulating and the old Egyptian 
humorous. Such are the born schoolmasters, and schoolmasters 
like poets nascuntur nonfiunt. What I was born for, passes my 
ingenuity to fathom." The release from the captivity of teach- 
ing denoted the inheritance of fortune, and there was then no 
need for him to have been born for anything. Being endowed 
with good taste, that and his fortune soon established him de- 
lightfully with a French cook and a valet in a house in London. 
The morals alluded to being comfortable, though not violent, he 
has a friend, one of the best portrayals in the book, gifted with 
"a perception exquisitely keen into the heart of Truth," who al- 
ways welcomes him to a perfectly appointed home of her own. 
Thus we find him leading a happy life of dilettantism, making 
a special study of the Cinque Cento and writing a "History of 
Renaissance Morals." Into this perfect and peaceful existence 
is precipitated a creature whom he ironically terms a Light of 
the Harem, an English girl raised in a harem in Asia Minor. 
She has made an innocent elopement to London with a young 
Englishman, a married man, who blows his brains out rather 
than face the consequences of deceiving her and disgracing him- 
self. The girl, roaming around lost, attaches herself to Marcus 
Ordeyne, and he is led gradually into adopting her. The story, 
one of sixteenth century influence at least controlled by fairly 
good English morals, is very interesting and novel reading. 
One of the characters says to Marcus Ordeyne, "it is your way 
to moralise whimsically on everything as if you were a discon- 
nected intelligence outside the universe," and that tendency 
does cause cynical divagations which become at times wearing. 
However, the work is seriously done, the characters carefully 
and strongly developed, and the whole enlivened by the cynical 
humor of the leading character. 

A Thief in THE NIGHT. Further Adventures of A. J. Raffles, Cricketer 
and Cracksman. By E. W. Hornung. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1905. $1.50. 

Despite the fact that Kyrle Bellew as the "Amateur Cracks- 
man' ' drew crowded houses in a New York theatre for a season 
or more, and some of the gentleman burglars of the past year or 
two have sworn they were incited to their deeds by the daring- 



